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Hey, remember Вай Egg? I barely 40. It has been afew years 
since we put one of these out there - I guess, because а skate 
zine seems more irrelevant every day. It seems a bit pointless 
to go the trouble of writing’ these words, begging our friends for 
photos, and dumping the money into photocopies when our little 
scene is blown up on Facebook and Instagram every day, It сап be fun to 
connect with friends, skate pals, and even childhood heroes on the 
social network, but it can also be kind of disheartening to see spots that 
we care about getting thousands of “Tikes” from strangers when a pro shows 
up one day and snaps а се11 phone pic. Maybe nobody cares about spots that 


In the end, I want to remember my friends and our spots with this zine - not by looking up 
е lurker’s photo on Facebook. I am trying to live шу Life in the world - not in front of a 
screen. We only get one shot - don’t blow it by being а bystander. 
‘This one’s for Tuck. 


Thanks to Chet for the cover art- 


Bro Bowl 


Paul Schmitt 


I met Chuck Hults on the west coast of Florida when I was a kid. 
Chuck’s skateboarding and DIY ethos had a big impact on me. He 
started making skateboards in the early 80’s, which inspired me to 
start my own company years later. From Schmitt Stix to Vision 
to Deckerafters, Chuck has influenced skateboarding in 
profound ways and you probably don’t even know it. 


-Tim 


What is your name, rank, and serial 
number? Charles Baynard Hults: private 
last-class. 


You and | have known each other for 
a long time, but | actually don’t know 
about when you started skateboarding 
and where? Well, the first time | saw a 
skateboard and rode it was like 1970 at my 
Aunt GoGo's house in upstate New York. 
One night while the family was drinking and 
talking, | went into some back room and 
there was a blue Roller Derby skateboard. 
| stood on it and pushed myself with my 
arms off a dresser and into the opposing 
wall. | went back and forth across the room 
all night long until my parents made me go 
to bed. The next morning | started doing it 
again. My aunt gave me that skateboard, 
but my parents wouldn't let me take it home. 
So, | skated for like a day and a half and 
then | didn’t get another skateboard for а 
few years. 


When did you get your first personal 
skateboard? My first personal board was 


Christmas 1974. It was a blue Roller Sports 
Proline model with Chicago trucks and 
Stoker wheels. | started skating with 
Randy Voigt in Bartow Florida - he showed 
me what a kick turn was. 


Tell me how skateboarding progressed 
for you? Did you get to skate a lot of 
parks that were in Florida for the first 
wave? Actually no, because right when the 
parks were being built, | moved to Atlanta, 
Georgia. | skated Lakeland one time on 
vacation, but basically | didn't skate any 
of the Florida parks until right before they 
closed. | got to skate Rainbow Wave and 
Clearwater for like six months before they 
were torn down. | skated up in Georgia, 
which was actually great because there were 
better pools. | gotto skate some good pools ир 
there, likethe “Blue Room” andthe “Mansion”, 


When you were in Georgia who were you 
skating with and what was the scene like 
up there? Originally it was me and a guy 
named Brad Roberts that | used to hang 
out with, but then | met the “Rancheros:” 


Lenny Byrd, Mike Lander, Tim Humphreys, 
Debbie McAdoo, and her brother David 
“the Joker” (R.I.P). The guys | looked up 
to were John Moore - that guy was really 
good - and Mark Shuggs. 


What time frame was this? 1977-78-79 


How did you end up in Naples, Florida? 
Well, my mom had remarried and moved 
down there. | was living in Ft. Meade, 
Florida working at the phosphate mine 
living in my grandmother's old house. They 
laid everyone off at the mine, so | needed 
someplace to go. | wound up in Naples. 


At that point in Naples there really 
wasn't a skate scene. Not that | know of 
- no, but | found Tommy Kent and Mark 
Smith. They had a ramp that looked like a 
lean-to. They were pulling each other up 
to it with a motorcycle to get speed. They 
could barely make it to the top. | pushed up 
to it and went right to the top. They couldn't 
believe it. They didn’t know what was 
going on. 


What was the name of the shop down 
there? The Eagle’s Nest - it was a 


preppy clothing store. For some «reason 
the guy there saw us skating around and 
started carrying skateboards. It was all plaid 
pink shorts and polo shirts and then five 
skateboards. He only carried what we told 
him to carry, which was basically Santa 
Cruz boards and maybe Walker or Zorlac. 


After Tommy’s ramp, you ended 
up building the Kelly Road Ramp. 
Somebody said, “You can build a ramp at 
my house.” That's all | needed to hear. So, 
we went down there and, basically, | built 
the thing myself. | tried to teach you guys, 
but you were all so young and worthless at 
that time. Yes we were. 


Then you ended up hooking up with 
Paul Schmitt and moved to Tampa. 
How did you meet Paul? Actually, | 
first met Paul on vacation in California. 
1 went to Marina Del Rey to skate and 
Paul was just some goofy guy there with 
hamburger in his braces. | met him again 
back in Florida during the backyard ramp 
series. | talked to him at some contest and he 
said that | could come sleep on his floor and 
that he was going to start his own skateboard 
factory and | could work there. | moved 
there, but he didn’t start for like six months. 
| got a job shoveling cement for a while. 
Then we finally got started. 


“So, if you've owned a 
World Industries Mike 
Vallely and thought they 
invented the double ended 
concave -nothat was me.” 


Prior to working for Schmitt had you 
had any experience working with 
wood besides building ramps? Just 
woodshop in school. | used to make my own 
skateboards out of plywood and wedge 
tail beamers back in the day. | wasn't an 
expert, but | did know how to use tools. 


What were your duties when it finally 
got going? So, basically Paul would run 
around and buy materials and sell stuff and 


ea 


1 just became the manufacturer. Paul gave 
me a lot of good resources, but in the end, 
it was up to me to make it work right. It just 
progressed from there. We were basically 
an exercise in what you could do to wood 
and still have it work. 


How did the concaves evolve from being 
spoon-like to the modern kicknose? As 
time went on, | started noticing what Gonz 
and Ricky Barnes were doing, like shuv-its, 
180s, and flipping their boards. | just kept 
thinking that they needed boards that were 
the same on both ends. Even as hard as it 
was for me to think that way - that someday 
the kids were going to skate both ways - | 
knew the boards needed to be the same on 
both ends. 


| remember talking to Paul and he had 
just made the new S4 concave for Schmitt 
Stix, which was the deepest at the time. He 
thought he made the nose too steep and 
said something like we're going to have to 
back it off. | said, “The nose needs to be 
just like the tail!” | remember Paul looking at 
me like | was crazy and saying that it would 


never work. Eventually, | just decided to 
make the Double Vision or what became 
the Double Vision concave, or V6, on my 
own. At first no one on the team wanted any 
part of it - they didn’t understand it. But, to 
the kids it was the best thing ever. 


It wasn’t until recently when | saw The Man 
Who Souled the World — the Steve Rocco 
documentary - that | learned that some- 
body stole my mold and sold it to World 
Industries. In the movie, they said they got it 
from a guy at Vision. It wasn't me, but | know 
who it was. So, if you've owned a World 
Industries Mike Vallely and thought they 
invented the double ended concave...no 
that was me. 


That brings us to when you were work- 
ing for Schmitt and how he hooked up 
with Brad Dorfman at Vision. Was that 
a distribution deal Schmitt ended up 
with and why he had to move out to 
California? The little factory we had in 
Tampa was losing money and it wasn't 
looking like we were going to make it. 
But, we had a reputation for making really 
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After Vision ме! 
end up doing? Is 
Deckcfafters?  Пес эг ` actually | 
started at Vision, ог least the name, | 
because | would make Boards for the team | 
guys that would come into town. They would 
drop Off their shape to me, at the workshop, 
before going over to (һе warehouse to get 
their gear - clothes; stickers ог whatever 
and about an hour. later | would hand 

a finished board. At the time, Lens Crafter: 
“glasses in about an hour” advertising 

just come out. So, people: started calli 

те Оесксгаћегѕ, because | would a a 
board 50 fast. S 


at did you 
you started | 


““Allthose guys back there 


love skateboarding - they 
never got anything out ofit 
atall except heat stroke.” 


the name of the board and that's it. To me, 
some of the most beautiful skateboards 
ever made were the Sims boards that 
just had the red Sims logo and the rider's 
signature underneath it. 


Deckcrafters has been making boards 
for lots of people over the years. What is 
the focus now? To feed my family, but my 
goal is to establish Deckcrafters as nothing 
but quality and passion - the gold standard 
brand. If somebody wanted to finance me 
and expand it, | would be ecstatic. | would 
love to be able to put my ideas out there. 
For years, my ideas have gone out through 
the filter of other people. I've had great 
ideas that got twisted into mediocre ideas 
or not used at all. Now, finally after all these 
years | get to prove to myself that the aes- 
thetic | like is valid. | finally get to say this is 
how the board should look with nobody else 
changing it. Really the most important thing 
to me is that the boards have to work well. 
I want people to stand on one of my boards 
and it disappears - they don't have to think 
about it - they can just skate. 


Man Made in the м УС by Chuck Hults 
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You 
wheels too called Pi. Tell me about the 


recently producing 
development of them. | started to do 
wheels, because | couldn't really find a 
wheel that | liked - the slide | wanted or 
the size | wanted. | knew where to get a 
urethane | liked and most companies shied 
away from using it because of the price 
- the bitterness of poor quality remains 
long after the sweetness of low price is 
forgotten - that’s why my wheels аге 
more expensive. | have the company 
stone-grind the riding surface like we used 
to do on Schmitt wheels, so they aren't all 
slippery or grooved like a record. Again, 
| have no power for advertising, but 
everybody's been giving me great feedback 
on them. They grip when you need it, slide 
when you want, and don't wear out too fast. 
And, they haul ass! 


Thanks for spending time with me 
doing this interview Chuck. Is there 
anyone you want to give thanks to? 
You would be editing for days if | went 
through that list, but definitely the whole 
Naples gang, the Ramp Ranch gang from 
Georgia, the Tampa/St. Pete gang. Those 
three are pretty much how | came up 
until | moved out to California and joined the 
big scene. All those guys back there love 
skateboarding - they never got anything 
out of it at all except heat stroke. My mom 
- for letting me go skate pools as a kid. All 
of the friends I've made out here in So Cal 
too - Kelly Bellmar and Chicken for sure. 
1 don't know, skateboarders, humans, and 


earthlings. 85 
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Kendall was, hands down, the longest running skateable pool in the 
Denver area. This tileless kidney was a go on and off for years. The 
pool used to have a big speed bump in the face wall where a pipe laid 
just beneath the painted over plaster. Some of the guys took it upon 
themselves to rip out the pipe and patch it making the pool a lot more 
rippable. After that, Kendall became a hot spot and seems to be all 
of the young guys’ “first pool.” Maybe the recent murder just outside 
the pool safety fence was a sign of things to come, because, 
unknowingly, this past weekend, me and some friends grabbed the last 
grinds from Kendall Pool. It was a great session filled with hushed 
laughs and heavy moves — every pool should go down like this опе. 


_ JBarbs 


Jerry’s 
How do you sum up a spot like this? A summary only serves to 
cheapen what Jerry has done on his property. “The Recycler” is 
a behemoth made up of several old mini ramps and a vert ramp - 
rebuilt for speed and with plenty of creativity. Jerry had a lot of 
help here and һе?11 need it going forward. 

How many screws do you think there are in this monster? 


Mikey’s 


Mikey bought a house with a big, concrete back patio and built around 
it. There’s a crooked mini ramp and a slice of a backyard pool so far. I 
wonder if Mikey will 2111 in the gaps. If not, winter maintenance will 
be easy - he can just broom the snow off instead of digging out a big 
hole after every storm like the rest of us suckers. 


Terrill’s 


Once home to “The 
Humbler,” Terrill’s 
backyard now houses one 
of the most functional 
and fun made to skate 
pools on the planet. 
Everyone’s favorite 
suburban skate soldiers, 
The Arvada Army, can be 
found here, most days, 
throwing back Modelos 
and slashing grinds over 
the pool’s three stairs, 
two deathboxes, and lone 
loveseat. 
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table or an arm of a chair so as not to shoot a hot р 20 
1t of pain 4 ! | f: 6 шу licks. I do, however, ге 
I have л with its dark discoloration and unique ай 2 . 4 rest slams with fondni 
graphy of bone fragments, lumps, and erisped. МЛ: 


my ankles and elbow don’ 
that. 
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Look at some of 
Skateboarding’s 


Destroying America's 
Best Spots on 
a Terror-Fried 


